How To Keep Your Car In Your Driveway

Investing in Vehicle Protection 

· Ignition Kill Switch. Splice an inexpensive toggle switch into your ignition wire. The trick is hiding the switch well. Keypads, pressure pads and more expensive "immobilizers" and "passkeys" can also be used. 

· Fuel Kill Switch. The valve that halts the fuel supply is closed. Visible Steering Wheel Lock. Prevents the steering wheel from being turned. 

· Floorboard Locks. Devices that disable the gas or break pedal. 

· Gearshift Locks. Disables shifting of the transmission. 

· Tire/Wheel Locks. Prevents the vehicle from moving. 

· Hood Locks. Prevents the thief from gaining access to your security system and battery. 

· Armored Collar Around Steering Column. Protects the column and ignition. 

· Electronic Security Systems. Audio alarms sound loud warnings when doors/hood/trunk are opened. Optional sensors include glass breakage, motion, tampering and towing. Panic buttons and automatic engine disable features are also recommended. 

· Vehicle Tracking


This is done with a transmitter hidden in the car that allows police to track the vehicle. 

Every 27 seconds, another vehicle is stolen. More than 1 million motor vehicles will be stolen this year. Is it just a matter of time before you become a victim of auto theft?

Not necessarily, if you follow these 10 auto theft prevention tips: 

1. Take Your Keys. Nearly 20 percent of all vehicles stolen have the keys in them. 

2. Lock Your Car. Approximately 50 percent of all vehicles stolen were left unlocked. 

3. Never Hide a Second Set of Keys in Your Car. Extra keys can be easily found if a thief takes time to look. 

4. Park in Well-lighted Areas. Over half of all vehicle thefts occur at night. 

5. Park in Attended Lots. Auto thieves do not like witnesses and prefer unattended parking lots. 

6. If You Park in an Attended Lot, Leave Only the Ignition/Door Key. If your trunk and glovebox use the same key as the door, have one of them changed. Don't give the attendant easy access to your glovebox and trunk. Upon returning, check the tires, spare tire, and battery to be sure they are the same as those you had when you parked. 

7. Never Leave Your Car Running, Even if You'll Only be Gone For a Minute. Vehicles are commonly stolen at convenience stores, gas stations, ATMs, etc. Many vehicles are also stolen on cold mornings when the owner leaves the vehicle running to warm up. 

8. Completely Close Car Windows When Parking. Don't make it any easier for the thief to enter your vehicle. 

9. Don't Leave Valuables in Plain View. Don't make your car a more desirable target and attract thieves by leaving valuables in plain sight. 

10. Park With Your Wheels Turned Toward the Curb. Make your car tough to tow away. Wheels should also be turned to the side in driveways and parking lots. 

11. If Your Vehicle is Rear-Wheel Drive, Back into Your Driveway. Rear wheels lock on four-wheel drive vehicles, making them difficult to tow. Front-wheel drive vehicles should be parked front end first. 

12. Always Use Your Emergency Brake When Parking. In addition to ensuring safety, using the emergency brake makes your car harder to tow. 

13. If You Have a Garage, Use It. If you have a garage, take the time to use it rather than parking outside where your vehicle is more vulnerable. 

14. When parking in a Garage, Lock the Garage Door and Your Vehicle. By locking both the garage and vehicle doors, the chances of deterring a thief greatly improve. 

15. Don't leave the registration or Title in Your Car. A car thief will use these to sell your stolen car. File the title at your home or office, and carry registration in your purse or wallet. 

16. Disable Your Vehicle When Leaving it Unattended for an Extended Period. Remove the electronic ignition fuse, coil wire, rotor distributor, or otherwise disable your vehicle anytime thieves may have extended access to it. 

17. Replace T-Shaped Door Locks With Straight Locks. Some vehicle doors have lock assemblies at window level that flare out in a knob or "T" shape. A thief can use various tools to gain access inside the vehicle, grab and pull the lock. Straight locks prevent this. 

18. Vehicle Identification Number (VIN). Stolen cars/parts are more easily traced when vehicle VIN numbers have been etched on car windows and major parts. 

19. Engrave Expensive Accessories. Engrave personal ID numbers on car stereos, cellular phones, etc., so the thief will have difficulty disposing of them. 

Antitheft devices
Although common sense tactics such as locking your car or leaving it in a well-lit area can certainly prevent auto theft, you may want to buy some peace of mind by purchasing an antitheft device. Many types are available, so it's easy to find one that fits your budget and your needs. Some of the more common antitheft devices include:

· Car alarms 

· Vehicle Trackers

· Steering wheel locks 

· Immobilizers 

· Glass sensors 

· Ignition-kill switches 

· Fuel-kill switches 

· Radio receivers/transmitters 

Whatever type of antitheft device you choose, you'll want to make sure that it is installed properly. Otherwise, you may risk damaging the device or even your car's electrical system. It may be wise to enlist the services of an alarm installation professional to do the work for you. 

Auto insurance discounts
The comprehensive portion of your auto insurance policy covers theft. And since insurance premiums are based, in part, on a car's likelihood of being stolen, cars that have a high theft rate usually cost more to insure. 

Fortunately, in addition to making your car less attractive to thieves, antitheft devices can also help you to save money on your auto insurance. Currently, 12 states require insurance companies to give discounts to car owners who install antitheft devices. However, even if you live in a state where antitheft discounts aren't required, your insurer will probably offer them anyway. Typically, insurer discounts are higher for automatic antitheft devices (e.g. passive-setting alarms).

Next, inform your auto insurance company that your car was stolen. Be sure to have your policy identification number on hand. Although the claim process varies depending on the state in which you live, insurance companies usually have up to 30 days to settle a stolen vehicle claim. 

But if your car is stolen…
Contact the police first, and give them the following information:

· Year, make, model, and color of your car 

· Your license plate number 

· VIN 

· Approximate time when the car was stolen 

· Location where the car was parked 

· Names of eye witnesses (if any) 

Please note that this description/explanation is intended only as a guideline. 
Agencies that here to help you:

National Center for Victims of Crime 

Downloadable "GetHelp" bulletins on all types of crime and victimization, victims' rights, compensation, and civil justice, among many others. Toll-free helpline and e-mail address for victims to receive information and referrals to services. Special information for teen victims of crime.

http://www.ncvc.org/ncvc/Main.aspx
(202) 467-8700

National Coalition Against Domestic Violence 

Information for victims on safety planning, violence at the workplace, internet safety, and identity theft.

http://www.ncadv.org/
1-800-799-SAFE (7233)

National Organization for Victim Assistance 

Information on victimization, trauma, and how to find help. Specific information on crime victims with disabilities, elderly victims, and domestic violence. Criminal justice system glossary. Links to national and state victim resources.

http://www.trynova.org/
1-800-TRY-NOVA
National Sexual Violence Resource Center 

Articles and other materials about sexual violence. Links to other victim resources.

http://www.nsvrc.org/
877.739.3895
